
 

 

 

 

5th Annual European Forum for Industrial Biotechnology and the Biobased Economy,  

Düsseldorf, Germany 

October 2012: the 5th Annual EFIB (The European Forum for Industrial Biotechnology and the 

Biobased Economy) was held in Düsseldorf, Germany. Both a half-day pre-conference workshop and 

an in-conference session were organized and chaired by Meredith Lloyd-Evans, Project Manager of 

the CSA MarineBiotech, BioBridge Ltd, Partner 11. This was a collaboration between the CSA 

MarineBiotech and EuropaBio, the 

European biotechnology industry 

association, the UK Technology Strategy 

Board’s Biosciences Knowledge Transfer 

Network and the Norway-UK Partnership 

in marine biotechnology. About 60 

people attended the pre-conference 

workshop, which was dedicated to the 

memory of Dr John Sime, a very active 

supporter of marine and industrial 

biotechnology, and over 70 came to the 

conference session.  

At the pre-conference workshop, attendees were provided with a comprehensive assessment of the 

biobased economy in the field of bioenergy, health and chemistry from the sea. Good practice cases 

in the Mediterranean region, outlined by Dr Laura Giuliano (CIESM Monaco) were a good starting 

point to discuss the perspectives of a knowledge based industry on a local and global scale. Dr 

Michele Stanley (Algal Bioenergy Special Interest Group, Biosciences KTN UK) formed the bridge 

between academia and industry elaborating evidence base, environmental implications and 

sustainable production of algal commercialization activities. The growing use of natural marine 

products has been driven by the recent progress in the ‘omics technology’, as was illustrated by Dr 

Carole Llewellyn (Plymouth Marine Laboratory UK), investigating the metabolic engineering of 

microalgae for the applications in commercial bioreactors or other market products. High throughput 

screening has also improved research and commercial developments of antibiotics from the deep, as 

outlined by Dr Nick Allenby (Demuris Ltd UK). The come-back of sustainable biomaterial products 

across many industries (fuels, fine chemistry and food) was illustrated by Dr Neil Parry (Unilever UK), 

actively establishing commercial paths, scale and partnerships.  

The conference session focused on the Norway-UK partnership and how the development of 

seaweed-based marine biorefineries and utilization of marine diversity can contribute to the 

development of the bioeconomy. Speakers included Ole Jørgen Marvik of Innovasjons Norge, which 

is sponsoring the Norway end of the UK-Norway initiative, Dr Ana López of Wageningen University, 

who is Project Leader of ther Dutch government-funded Seaweed Biorefinery project, and Kjartan 

Sandnes of Marine Bioproducts AS, and Professor Simon Best of Aquapharm UK, who have both 

benefited from project funding under the Norway-UK initiative.  

 

Meredith Lloyd-Evans, Project Manager of CSA MarineBiotech, 

introduces the pre-conference workshop. © B2Bioworld 2012 
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Feedback was very positive for the sessions and for the inclusion of marine biotechnology in future 

industrial biotechnology initiatives, including relevant parts of the EU’s Horizon 2020 programme.  

 

Conference note provided by Fien De Raedemaecker, VLIZ, Partner 2 

 

The EFIB 2012 Marine biotechnology panel: Nick Allenby, Demuris; Laura Giuliani, CIESM; Michele 
Stanley, UK Algae Bioenergy Special Interest Group; Neil Parry, Unilever plc; Carole Llewellyn, 
Plymouth Marine Laboratory. © B2Bioworld 2012 
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